Massive intraperitoneal hemorrhage caused by a giant exogastric leiomyoblastoma.
Leiomyoblastomas account for a small percentage of smooth muscle tumors of the stomach. Intraperitoneal bleeding is an unusual and unexpected presenting sign. We herein present a 43-year-old woman who was urgently operated on due to signs of collapse. A large hemorrhagic mass measuring 25 x 18 x 15 cm was found arising from the greater curvature of the stomach. A histologic examination demonstrated rounded and spindle cells, and rare mitoses were also seen. Although the number of mitoses was small, the lesion was nevertheless felt to be consistent with malignant leiomyoblastoma because of its large size. Three years later the patient is doing well with no evidence of tumor recurrence. We conclude that intraperitoneal bleeding due to leiomyoblastoma of the gastrointestinal tract is an extremely rare phenomenon and has been described only in a few reports, and only one other previous case presented with signs of collapse.